This latter point is set forth in greater detail in another book of the same era, Norman Penner's The Canadian Left: A Critical Analysis (Toronto, 1977) , Penner is at pains to establish that the role played by radicalism and socialism in this country's political culture ought to be considered more seriously by historians. Likewise, he emphasizes the role played by immigrants of non-British origin, side by side with the Anglo-Celtic majority. Non-Anglo-Celtic immigrants were indeed very prominent in the ranks of the Socialist Parry of Canada, the Social Democratic Party of Canada, and the Communist Party of Canada. To take as an example the last named party, for the year 1928, put of.aCPC-party-membership of 4,400, fully 2,640 (or 60 per cent) were Finns, 500 were Ukrainians, 200 were Jews, while the remainder were Anglo-Celtic and other nationalities. ' Looking at the Social Democratic Party of Canada for 1914, Finns made up 55 percent of its membership and had 64 locals across Canada with 3,047 registered members.
2 However, the leadership in all three parties was solidly Anglo-Celtic, and these leaders -whether Victor Midgley, W.A. Pritchard, R.B. Russell, or Tim Buck -naturally tended to steal the limelight from the rank-and-file. Consequently, not much has been written about the majority of each party, or about their views, an example of which is presented in the following documents.
A.B. Makela, who spent almost half his life in Canada living mostly at Sointula on Malcolm Island on Canada's west coast 300 kilometres north of Vancouver, was a Finnish Marxist and newspaper editor. Makela can be numbered among the 12,621 Finns who came to Canada in the first decade of the 20th century. Most of these Finns were farmers or farm labourers looking to improve their economic lot and some were artisans. They came primarily from Finland's western and northern provinces. As with many Scandinavian immigrants to Canada, some had originally emigrated to the United States and for a variety of reasons, not the least of which was the prospect of good, cheap land or jobs in railway construction, decided to move northward. Others came directly from Finland as part of that vast trans-Atlantic traffic in human cargo at the turn of the century. Editor of the Helsinki working-class newspaper Tybmies (The Worker), Makela came in 1901 at the request of his close friend Matti Kurikka, who the previous year had established a Utopian socialist settlement at Sointula. Fifth and Sixth World Congresses, 1924-192 (London 1928) Contemporary observers seem to agree that Makela made a major contribution to the success of Tyômies wherein he showed his commitment to the workers 'cause. He was, according to one commentator, "much more dangerous to his opposition than the shifting and inconsistent Kurikka."
8 Already Kurikka had acquired a reputation for chiliasm, a characteristic soon to become obvious both in Australia and Canada. Unlike Kurikka, he was reluctant to promote his own ideas, but rather saw the paper as a vehicle for the expression of workers' views. In 1899 he was present at the founding of die Labour Party of Finland, whose platform followed the Marxian creed formulated by the socialists at the Erfurt Congress in 1891. In 1901 he was chosen to be a member of the party's leading council.
It Even though most of the settlers were young -in their 20s and 30s -and male (men outnumbered women at least 2 to 1), not all were able to cope with the rugged pioneer conditions of the isolated island. There was a lot of coming and going and a few were even forced to leave the island as undesirables. One scholar estimates that over the colony's four year existence more than 2,000 people came, 13 but that estimate may be a little high. For various reasons, both economic and ideological, the colony experienced difficult days. Its demise may Written in 1928. Reprinted at time of death in Vapaus, 2 March 1932, 2. A Finnish historian, Erldcr Salomaa, offers a further reason for MakeJa 's departure for Canada, namely a too strong liking for alcohol. "It was a weakness already apparent during his student years," says Salomaa. Excessive drinking also forced his resignation from the editorship of Tyomies in 1900 and led to his split with the Labour Party leadership the next year, according to Salomaa. "Makela," 229. which has continued to this day. Makela remained and became a lighthouse keeper at Pulteney Point. Then at his (second) wife's urgings because of her homesickness, he decided to return to Finland. Being out of money, he stopped off at Fitchburg, Massachusetts where he stayed for eight months as editor of the socialist newspaper Raivaaja (The Pioneer). In July, 1907 in a speech prior to his departure for Finland, Makela underlined his continued devotion to Marxian socialism.
Socialists in each country must be prepared for armed struggle against the capitalists. This is the same all over. Of course, we do not want armed struggle; on the contrary we would like to avoid civil war. But the only way to avoid it is to be prepared for it. Not a single struggle for existence has yet been won (either in human society or in nature) with spiritual weapons -discussing, debating, voting -and I cannot believe it is possible even today....We know very well that we cannot expect the slightest mercy from the capitalists; the capitalists have no right to expect us to show mercy either.
On his return to Finland, Mâkela first settled in Turku near his birthplace, expecting to settle into happiness. He later explained, "I felt myself completely estranged from the city. Even though elected to the party executive (he finished second behind O.W. Kuusinen who later distinguished himself as the head of the Finnish Communist party in exils, a ranking member of the Comintern, and afterwards in the Communist Party of the Soviet Union itself), Makela again showed his restlessness by returning to Canada the very next year. That marked the end of Mâkela's career in the Finnish labour movement. He was completely disillusioned with his homecountry, which he described as a land of "spies and cordwood dealers."
1 Back on Malcolm Island he took up his former job as a lighthouse keeper, a position that eventually brought him a small government pension. He also became a justice of the peace.
In 1911 Yrjô Sirola, a leading Finnish socialist of the day, founder of the Finnish Communist Party and emigre leader in the USSR until his death in 1936, visited Makelâ at Sointula. He tried to stir him from his political lethargy into action, but to no avail. Makela preferred to confine his efforts on behalf of socialism to the pen, to newspaper articles and tracts, and periodically to the assumption of editorial duties with Toveri (The Comrade) in Astoria, Oregon and Vapaus (Freedom) in Sudbury, Ontario. In this capacity he acquired a considerable reputation as a political satirist, humorist and biting political commentator, as evidenced in the accompanying document. While Màkelâ was an effective writer, he seemed content to avoid any long-term responsibility or to take any direct action in support of his socialist beliefs. He never, for example, went on speaking trips to promote the cause as Kurikka had done before him. He lent support to the Bolshevik Revolution from the pages of Toveri in Astoria, Oregon which he edited from 1917-18 and advocated adoption of Trotsky's position on world communism rather than communism in one state. According to Màkelâ, one could not expect to reform modern society "piece by piece," as Kurikka had advocated. The modern industrial world bound the developed countries more and more into an organic whole. As much as one might wish to escape capitalism, one must always be prepared to relate to the "outside" capitalist world. "Not even a single individual can [do it], not to say anything about larger groups and nations." Important social changes, therefore, were bound to appear first within world-wide industrial production and not within some group of thinkers who try to escape from that very phenomenon.
2 ' Such views led Màkelâ to share with the Trotskyist opposition in the Soviet Union doubts about the possibility of bringing about lasting revolution in one single country. True socialist society could only be attained and preserved, he maintained, "when the production of the whole country -industry, transportation and trade -is controlled by the society, not only in one country, on one continent, but on the globe as a whole." 23 The' 'ingeniousness of capitalism" forced him to conclude as late as 1928 that revolution on a worldwide scale was essential.
In the CPC had not been very active. "1 went to meetings, sometimes served on executive boards, but was not really an active participant."
After periodic sojourns in the "real" world, Màkelâ happily retreated to his hermit life on isolated Malcolm Island. There in peaceful surroundings he found ultimate happiness far removed from the class struggle his Finnish colleagues were waging elsewhere in Canada. To such people as Hill and Ahlquist, Makelâ must have seemed a disappointment. He never returned to the level of political activity he had reached in Finland at the turn of the century, or at Soinrula in its heyday. Makelâ himself may have unwittingly offered an explanation of his own action in an article he wrote criticizing a group of Finnish-American migrants who had gone to Soviet Karelia in 1922-23. The venture failed miserably and Makelâ wondered aloud: "The fault I suppose lies in the fact that we American Finns have been Americanized to the point of being spoiled." In his mind the prime motive for migrating to Karelia had been personal gain, not the desire to advance socialism. One is reminded of Leon Trotsky's observation during a brief stay in New York: "I smile as I recall the leaders of American socialism. Immigrants who had played some role in Europe in their youth, they very quickly lost the theoretical premise they had brought with them in the confusion of their struggle for success." The accompanying article "Something from Canada" was written by Makelâ in 1912. It constitutes a wide-sweeping denunciation of capitalism as practiced in British Columbia and Canada at the time. Finnish social rhetoric was often directed against the Lutheran Church (the state church of Finland), the virkavalta (bureaucracy) and the herravalta (gentry), and Makela was no exception. He spared no scorn for Canadian politicians whom he termed "worse crirniiials than highway robbers." Like Chomsky today, Makeia was critical of the media of his times, that is, the newspapers, which came to the support of politicians and capitalists alike. He was particularly critical of the plundering of natural resources in British Columbia. "I surely see how the bandits around here tear up, damage, and rape nature," he raged. "Only the stumps are left from the valuable primeval forests." "Fish are killed to extinction," a statement that today does not seem so hyperbolic. The whale hunt, also disturbed him. A new railway, the Grand Trunk Pacific, would only serve to speed up these ravages and further "screw the public and the state." Like many other European immigrants to British Columbia at the time, Make la expresses concern about "the Oriental menace" or "the yellow peril." This piece was, after all, written only five years afler the violent anti-Asian riot in downtown Vancouver in 1907.
32 Makela shares the perspective that "Oriental" immigration was contributing to unemployment among whites who in their street protests were beaten up by Vancouver police. He concluded by predicting increased "slavery" for "white and yellow" British Columbian workers alike.
Even though Makela may well have represented "a case study in futility," 3 the fact remains that his observations on the extent of capitalist exploitation of British Columbia in the early 20th century were, although unwelcome, certainly perceptive as we look back on those days with hindsight. In fact, many environmentalists active today, such as Greenpeace, would concur with his conclusions. As E.P. Thompson, in writing of other working people, reminds us .... they lived through these times of acute social disturbance and we did not. Their aspirations were valid in terms of their own experience; and if they were casualties of history, they remain condemned in their own lives, as casualties. Our only criterion of judgment should not be whether or not a man's actions are justified in the light of subsequent evolution.
A word about Makela's use of political satire, for which he was best known. There is no doubt that among Finns in North America at this time satire was much more popular than serious literature or Schônliteratur. As the Finnish scholar Esko Hakli explains: "After a long working day the workingman was unable to read heavy, ideological explanations... If he read anything, it was easier for him to read light and entertaining literature which very often was strongly socialistic and was used to serve the purpose of ideology." The following article provides a strong statement of this type of writing.
A.B. Makela, "Jotakin Kanadasta" (Something from Canada), Tyôkansan Kalenteri, 1913 Even though one has here at the lighthouse [on Pulteney Point] a wider scope than in a bushcamp, one still only sees a tiny bit of Canada.... I get some Canadian papers and reading them I have followed their affairs to some extent, but always feeling that they do not touch me a bit. In connection with my or other people's business, I have sometimes got iii touch with their [Canada's] laws and institutions, and I have thereby had a chance to experience once again what everybody knows from before, namely, that this country has been organized for the most reckless robbery. The governments at all levels, whether that of the Dominion, of the provinces or most important of the cities, are in the hands of the most dangerous bandits you can imagine. The politicians from the smallest to the biggest are worse criminals than highway robbers.
For the most part, the population of the country is completely under the rule of religious darkness, stupid racial pride, and a burning desire to become rich. Moreover, it is ruled by the media [newspapers] which know how to take advantage of these weaknesses. The people are always ready to be robbed by the capitalists, and they rage with patriotic ecstasy the more they get pulled by the leg. It would be a sin to disturb their well-being. And it is impossible for me to try if only because of the language. I surely see how the bandits around here tear up, damage, and rape nature. Only the stumps are left from the valuable primeval forests, and after the fires in the woods there will no longer be stumps either, only naked rocks. Fish are killed to extinction, and cariboo are murdered, just for the fun of it. Not even the corpses of these animals are taken away. And just at the moment they are starting to work on the whales. So, after a while this wild coast will become as empty and barren as the other "civilized" countries.... Many species have been killed to extinction, but new millionaires are replacing them quickly, and by the time the land will be completely empty, there will still be a nice collection of a few really rich people.
[After a diatribe against the Hudson's Bay Company and the C.P.R., Makela continued:] The Grand Trunk Pacific is coming to British Columbia too. But it is hopeless to imagine that these [railway] companies will start to compete against each other. That sort of childishness is over. They seem instead to cooperate in charming agreement, screwing the public and the state. The only competition is over which one is best able to oppress the workers. This is a rich and fast developing country; there is enough room here for one or two robbers and masses of slaves are pouring in from east and west....
There is lots of space in Canada and it is not astonishing that many see the country has a rosy future. Now diat the Panama Canal will soon be finished, it is said that the whole west coast will change. The Pacific Ocean will become a British Sea in the same way that the Mediterranean was for the Romans. Vancouver Island will become another Great Britain or at least Japan. There will be a great harbour in every gulf. Likewise the mainland coast will be full of big cities.
The spirit of crystal-ball gazing takes hold of me too. There was a rime when I asked the Finns to settle on this coast.... The response was not very good. But those few who came have not regretted [it] .... They have lived easier here than workers in many other countries.
But a lot has changed in the meantime. The Chinese, Japanese and Hindus have taken over more and more jobs. Last winter the Vancouver police beat the jobless whites just to keep warm, and the unemployed numbered in the thousands. Even those jobs which the whites still hold have worsened badly. So at die moment 1 do not ask anybody to come over, Finn or otherwise, who wishes to make a living doing honourable work. When the Panama Canal opens, this coast will become a harbour of hope for all that garbage from Europe which till now has stopped in New York, and this will be the greatest dump in the world for both white and yellow slaves.
At Pulteney Point Lighthouse on Malcolm Island, 1912 A.B. Makelâ
•Translated from Finnish by Maija Kainulainen, MA, secondary school teacher in Kotka, Finland.
